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fortunes, married an ugly widow twice his age, to
whom he remained devoted for as long as she
lived.

The queer pair set up a school at Lichfield, but, as
they had only three pupils, they gave it up and came
to London. One of the pupils, David Garrick, who was
to become the most famous of English actors, used to
convulse his friends with imitations of the loving
couple. Johnson's chances of success at this time
must have seemed poor indeed: yet he lived to be
the most famous and honoured writer of his time,
the subject of the best biography in the English
language, a talker whose reputation has gone round
the world and is to-day as high as ever, and the
object of more affection than any other figure in our
literature.

When they came to London, the plight of the
Johnsons for a while was desperate. Hunger, and the
treat of an occasional good meal, laid the foundations
of the gluttony and uncouthness for which Johnson
soon became celebrated. His table manners became
frankly bad, and remained so. He ate hastily and
greedily,1 till the veins stood out on his forehead:
he puffed and grunted and blew. When a man is
starving, he does not worry much about good man-
ners. In the same way, the man who has perforce to
wear a dirty shirt may soon cease to be particular,
even when he has several; and, before we judge
Johnson, who later on frankly admitted that he
was no great lover of clean linen, we must bear in

1 To the end of his days Johnson enjoyed his food. " There is no
private house (said he) in which people can enjoy themselves so
much, as at a capital tavern."